The Succession of Constantine     S1
•ears by the side of Diocletian and Galenas without iscovering that if it came to war, it was the master f the best army who was sure to be the winner and urvivor, whether his title were Gusar or August us. Tius, in July, 306, Constantine commenced his ventful reign as the Caisar of the West, overlord of raul, Spain, and Britain, and commander of the irmy of the Rhine, and, for the next six years, own to his invasion of Italy in 312, he spent most f his time in the Gallic provinces, where he gained ic reputation of being a capable soldier and a snerous Prince.
Gaul was slowly recovering from chaos and ruin* >uring the anarchy which had preceded the ucccs-on of Diocletian, she had lain at the mercy of the ermanic tribes across the Rhine. The Roman atch on the river had been almost abandoned; the gions and the garrisons had been so weakened as > be powerless to keep the invader in check. The allic provinces were, in the striking words of the inegyrist, "maddened by their injuries of the years >nc by."* The result hail been the peasant rising 'the Bagaudai, ruthlessly suppressed by Maximum
285, but the desperate condition of the country ay be inferred from the fact that Diocletian and aximian felt compelled to recognise the pretensions
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